APPENLIX F

CRASH AND RESCUE UNIT
JAMES T.FLINCHUN®

THe 2026TH.CRASH AND ReESCUE VUNIT JOINED THE 354t
FIsHTER GROUP AT BoxTED AIR BASE NEAR CCLCHESTER, ENGLAND
gARLY IN OcToBER 1043, We mEMAINED WITH THE 358TH uwnyie THE
END OF THE WAR.

Ve wnEA ALWAYS OUT ON THE FIELD BESIDE THE CONTROL
TOWER. THE CRASH FIRE TRUCK AND AMBULANCE WAS  READY TO
RESPOND TO ANY EMERGENCY. YES, YOU GUYS KEPT US RURNING UP
AND DOWN THE RUNWAY, VWHEN THE FQOG WAS BAD OR JUST ONE
LANDING GEAR WAS DOWN., SOME HAD SAD ENDINGS AND MANY HAD
HAPPY ENDINGS: NOWEVER WE ALWAYS DID QUR BEST.

THE LONG MOURS AND WATCHING YQU GUYS FLY THE P-51 wili
ALWAYS BE A MERORY FOR ME.ALSO THE 20267n.WAD OTWER DUTIES
Y0 PERFORM. WE WERE ON CALL AT HNIGHTI“MY MATTRESS 1S ON
FIRE. MY TEMT 1S ON FIRZ,“AND MANY OTHER SUCH CALLS SUCH AS
A GASOLINE STORAGE DUMP OR FIRE, AND THE MESS  HALL
ABLAZE.BUT, WE WERE BACK ON THE FIELD THE NEXT MORNING AT
DAY BREAK.

BUT, OUR HEARTS WILL ALWAYS BE wivH ThE 354Tn, AnD THE
GUYS THAT PLEW THE P-51, WE FAITHFPULLY SERVED THEM TO THE
BEST OF QUR ABILITY, AND HAVE NC REGREYS,

WE CONPLETED OUR scHooLINé AT THE CRASH & REScus scHocL
AT Lake PontceartrAln NeEar Kew OaLgans,LA. WE WERE TRAINED
IN STRUCTURAL FIRE FIGHTING AS WELL. WE WENT T0 Camp KIumMeR,
N.J. AND WENT AROARD TME 3.5, MONERAY AND  LANDED AT
LIvERPOOL, EWGLAND. FROM THERE WE WERE TRANSPCRTED To Boxvep
Air BASE AND STAYED WITH THE 35HTH. UNTIL WAR'S END.

JANES FLINCHUM CONTEIRUED TRAINING AFPTER THE V¥WAR AT THE
Nerrouk NAvAL Basg. SHIPBOARD FIRE Fxcunug Scnoo . NorroLx,
VA.: ANC CONTINUED 10 TRAIN IN CRASH AND RESCUE WITN MORE
MODERM AND NEW BQUIPMENT, PLUS NGW METHODS IN FiRsT A1D. WE
HAD THE MNOST ADVANCED COURSE IN USE AT THAT TiME, AND |
REVNAINED AY THAT RORFOLK Navat Base uUnTiL 1 RETIRED,

SCME OF THE FELLOWS WHO SERVED WITH ME WEREIR.A. JONES,
Paut WHITNEY ANTHONY BURGESS /KENNETH CERTNEY, WITH WHOM !
uunngu CONTACT., Oruni RECALL INCLUDE:lsv.LT.EMIL
MNexow,SGT.HATPIELD, EARL MILLER PAUL SQORCE, CHARLIE MiLLeR.

RICHARD JONES, DAvID RIESEL:JAMES V. LOVE, AND SOME WITH ULAST
.RANES LIXE, BumcNriIELD, Cummings.WatTs., MELUGIN,HENDERSON,
MAYERS AND REASONS. TAmCES (L EV/VMS

. VYRE ABOVE STATEMENT WAS PREPARED BY MR, JAMES [, FLInCHUM.

AND AT HIS RCAUESY WE ARE INCERTING 1T IN ALL BOOKS COING TO
Glnuu o‘)v ™E Sgﬂtu Frenter Grour.{Appress: P.0.Box 178.Rinen
IRGINTA, , ,





